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preached from Job Xvii, 9. 
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STATE of the CHURCHES. 


SHFORD. We have reaſon to complain of the want 

of the power of religion; however we hope we poſſeſs 

more oi it than in time palt. Preaching regularly at Alhford, 

Bradwell, and Wardlow: at the two former places well at- 
tended with hearers. | 

BARTON. We, as ufual, bave our difficulties, fears, 
and failings; yet, are united and happy among ourſelves. 
A pleaſing proſpect ſurrounds us, our mecting- houſes hav- 
ing never been better filled. | 

OSTON, We bleſs the God of peace, that we are at 
peace among ourſelves; but, we ſincerely wiſh to ſee more 
life and love, more zeal and activity, among our members. 
We with alſo to fee the work of converſion go on, and many 
more added to us. The number of our hearers is, generally, 
conſiderable, | 

BURNLEY. We have two unordained Preachers, one 
of whom attends at Shore once a month. Some diſorderly 
members have given us much trouble of late; and we have 
been exerciſed with varicus other difficulties, which have 

reatly perplexed our minds: yet, we hope religion is, in 
; Sew reſpects, on the advance. Hearers have increaſed a 
little of late, and ſome have offered theinfelves to the church. 
We requeſt the prayers of all the brethren. 

CALDWELL. We are exerciſed with many trials. 
Brethren, pray for us. 

CASTLE DONINGTON. This year, we have been 
exerciſed with very great troubles, which are not yet over: 
however, we are thankful, that amidſt our trials the church in 
general is unanimous and peaceful. The work of converſion 
went on but flowly till the Jait two months; in which ſpace, 
about 20 have profeſſed to be converted. 

CHURCH LANE, WITZ CuArEL, Loxpon. Our 
public. worſhip is pretty well attended, though not ſo well as 
we with. We truſt the Lord is carrying on his work 
amongſt us; yet, have reaſon to complain of too much luke- 

warmnefs 


LO: 


warmneſs prevailing. We are happy to obſerve, that we are 
unanimous, and ampiy ted with gotpel truths. 

GAMSTON and RKETFORD. Miniiters and meetings 
as lalt year. The church unanimous. Religion ſomewhat 
on the advance; but we meet with ſome perſecution. 

GOSBERTON. We have more hearers fince Bro. 
Pinns came amonglt us; but ful the ſtate of religion is low. 
Preaching twice on the Lord's Jay at Goſberton, and once a 
fertrioht at Swincthoad Fen-Houſes, where we have a con- 
ſilerable number of hearers, aud ſome proſpect of good being 
done. | | 

HALIFAX. Our ſituation is very diſconraging, being 
now without g Minitter; but, are comfortably peaceful and 
harmonious among ourſeltes. We hope the Lord in his 
providence will again appear for us, and bleſs us with a 
Mimittcr. Our views ar: directed to Bro John Taylor, 
and we hope that the brethren will remember us in our 
mournſul c gαuniſtances, and pray for us. 

HINKLEY. We have three Maeting houſes at which 
we regularly preach every Lord's day; alſo, at three other 
places in dweiling-houſes. Pictty weil attended with hear- 
tis, except at Hinkley, which we think is owing to the want 
of a futable Minter for fo large and populous a town, 
United and happy among ourtelves, 

LIVES (Sr.) Officers and mectings as laſt year. The 
church is peaceful and united. Some are lively and active, 
but others appear to be wanting in love and zeal. 

ILNESION. Since we have had preaching in our 
Meecting-houle at Smalicy, the number of hearers has greatly 
increaſed ; yet; the converſion of ſinners ſeems to be at a 
ſtand. Bat, bletled be God, we have the happineſs to be at 

ace among Guriclves, and hope the God of peace and love 


will be enn us. We ü return our ſincere than!:s to all the 


churches, wit have gencrowully afhited us in erecting the above 
mentioned Preung-houte; ami humbly r:queſt others to 
open 2 4QOT for US, 25 {Hon as convenient. 

KEGWOKTII. NMiniſters and officers as laſt year. The 
church pcac able. Well attended with hearers at all the 
places where we preach, 

K LLINGIIOLSII. For the laſt part of the year, not fo 
harmonious and happy as fortaerly, having had forme un- 
happy differences about tempora! property ; but, are now 
{ctricd we hope, upon a good touudatian, 
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KIRKBY-WOODHOUSE. We have preaching tv-ĩce 


on the Lord's day, and a lecture on Wedneſday Evenings. 
Well attended on Lord's day afternoons. We have had 
conſiderable difficulties and troubles, which, we fear, have 
done much injury to the cauſe of Chrilt. Pretty well united; 
ſome tolerably zcalous, but others too much the reverſe; 
Brethren pray for us. 

KIRTON. Wee are ſorry to ſay, that the cauſe of re'i- 
gion loſes ground almoſt daily; efpecially ſince our 
Gamſton friends have found it inconvenieut for brother Scatt 
to preach among us as ufual. 1 his, witn tome diſagtecablc 
circumſtances which have lately happened among us, and too 
much want of unanimity among ourſelves, render our itate 
truly lamentable : yet, we truſt, with the divine bleſſing on 
the aſſiſtance of an able Miniſter, our affairs would {oun wear 
a more favourable aſpect. 

LEAK. Officers and meetings as laſt year. Pretty well 
attended with hearers. Unanimous an ong ourſelves; and 
hope, that religion is on the advance. 

LEICESTER. The public meetings in general have 
been kept up as uſual, and are pretty well attended; but, we 
have too much rcaſon to fear that in many, vital religion has 
conſiderably decayed: in others, we truſt, it operates to the 
honour of our cauſe. On the whole, we wiih to fee mae. 
fervour, and a more ſteady attention to practical Godlineſs. 

LONGFORD. We have had a great deal of trouble in 
the church for ſome time paſt, and likely to have more. 
Brethren pray or us. 

LONGWOOD. We hare had ſome trying circumſtan- 
ces this year; the immoral conduct. of fore who are excluded, 
has gauſcd much grief, and done unfpeakabie mi'chiet: we 
have had alſo various iroubl-s of another kiud; but God haz 
delivered us, and we truſt will deliver us. 


LOUGHBOROUGH. Preaching regularly at the ſame 


fix places as laſt year, but more frequently fiace bro. 


Truman ſettled among us. Well attended with hearers, 

eſpecially at Quorndon ; but, the work of converſion goes on 

rather ſlowly, and real religion much lower than we with. 
MALTBY. We lament the very low ſtate of religion 


among us, and ſhould be happy to lie a revival, and conver- 


ſion work going on. In other reſpects much the ſame as laſt 
year. 


MELBOURN. Our mectings, in general, well attended. 
We ha: vc reaſon to lament, that To little progreſs, with ſeve- 
ral, 
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ral, is made in the divine liſe: yet, hope we have many who 
humbly walk with God, and rejoice in hope of his glory, 

NOTTINGHAM. We with to fee more of the power 
of Godlineſs in general, aud in ſome more of the form like- 
wiſe: yet, we trult we have many who are alive to God, and who 
rejoice in the blood of the Lamb. In general, peaceablc and 
united, 

QUEENSHEAD. Orr congregation is conſiderably 
large, and regular in attending; but there is apparently little 
good done, The work of converſion goes forward very 
{lowlr. 

WaADSWORTII. Since laſt year we have had many 
trials, our miniſter having been long afflicted, ſo that evening- 
preaching has been laid aſide moſt of the winter. The con- 
gregation but ſmall, efpecially on Lord's day mornings; but 
ſeems now on the increaſe. We are ſorry to ſay that the 
ſtate of religion is but low. Brethren pray tor us. 

WISBEACH. Othcers, mectings, and bearers, much the 
ſame as laſt year, except prayer- meetings, which are thinly 
attended. Tojerably united, but wiſh to ſee a more affection- 
ate concern forthe intereſts of religion, and a mote animated 
zeal in promoting them. 


F 


CASE I. The churches at Aſhford, Loughborough, and 
Nottingham, intending to erect a meeting-houſe at each place, 
requelt to know, whether there be a probability of receiving 
ſpeedy aſliſtance from their ſiſter churches. 

None of us fee any probability of encouraging either of 

them to expect to collect among us this year; but, we think 
it may be adviſable for them to write to the ſeveral churches 
in connection, that they may receive ſuch encouragemeim as 
their circumliances may direct. 
Cask II. Halifax Caſe. The removal of brother 
J. Taylor to Halifax having been agitated between the two 
churches of Halifax and Queens-head; the former requeſts 
the advice of the aſſociation on this ſubject. 

After much converſation upon the ſubjeR, and ſeveral en- 
quiries were made; it was concluded in the following manner, 
viz. Againſt his removal eighteen, for it two, Neuters three. 

There appears to us no plan ſo eligible, as, that the two 


Churches unite under the paſtoral care of brother John Taylor; 
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or, make the beſt they can of the Miniſters which they can 
obiain trom Queenſhead or elſewhere. 

Cast III. Killingholm Caſe. We wiih to know when 
it will ſuit the ſeveral churches, for us to apply to them for 
their aſſiſtance in erecting a meeting-houle? 

We adviſe our Killingholm brethren to write to our reſpec 
tive churches as ſoon as convenient ; and hope that at leaſt, 
ſeveral of them will be able to take up their caſe this year. 

CASE IV. Lopgwaod caſe. Having obtained liberty of 
the lord of the manor, and ſome freeholders (two only being 
againſt it) to build a meeting-houſe upon the waſte ; we re- 

neſt the advice of the aſſociation whether we can build with 
fiery; and, if we can, as we are but few and poor, we deſiro 
the aſſiſtance of our Siiter churches when they think it conve- 


nient. 
We cannot encourage our Longwood friends to build on 


the waſte: and, we think it would be imprudent for them to 


build at all for ſome time to come, as we ſee no probability 
of their making any collection among us for ſeveral years. 


EXTRA SA 


I. Will it be better to publiſh a mew hymn-book If it 
be, ſhould not one be publithed as ſoon as poſſible ? | 

Upon this caſe the following propoſitions were agreed to. 

(1) That Bro. Deacon be appointed to form a collection 
from different hymn-books. 

(2) That brethren D. Taylor, W. Thompſon, G. Birley, 


B. Pollard, J. Scott, J. Taylor, R. Smith, and any other Mi- 


niſter that chooſeth to attend, be a committee to examine and 
decide upon the above collection. 

(3) That this committee meet at Leiceſter on the firſt 
Tueſday in Auguſt. 

(4) That the price of the hymn-book hund, ſhall not ex- 
ceed 3s. 6d. and that the churches be deſired to ſend to the 
above meeting, the number of copies they intend to take. 
Bro. J. Deacoy requeſts any of the brethren to aſſiſt him with 
manuſcript — and others. 

II. A petition being preſented to the aſſociation from 


Mr. Robinſon of Copy in the pariſh of Whalley, Lancaſhire, 


(fee the end of the minutes;) we adviſe them to print 500 
B copies 


HE 


copies of the petition, and have them circulated, as prudence 
may direct. among Diſſenters in general. 

III. As bro. J. Deacon has collected ſeveral materials, in 
order to publiſh a hiſtory of the General Baptiſis in Lei etter- 
ſhire, Derbyſhire, Nottinghamſhire, and Warwickfhire ; he is 
deſired to publith the ſame as ſoon as convenient. 

IV. By deſire of Mr. Boyce, a propoſai was made to this 
meeting, reſpæcting the union of what are called the Leiceſter- 
{ſhire and Lincolnthire aſſociations: to which it was recom- 
mended that bro. "Thompſon attend at Coningtby, for the 
purpoſe of receiving their propoſals for biinging the union 
into effect. 

V. As a Hiſtory of Baptiſm has been publiſhed by the late 
Rev. Mr. Robinſon of Cambridge; we take the liberty of re- 
commending it to our friends as, on the whole, a valuable 
and intereſting work. Alſo, it is intended to publiſh by ub - 
Icrniption, in the courſe of the next ſummer, Hiltorical Re- 
ſearches, containing, — A general view of the Roman Empire, 
and of ſudea at the birth of Jeſus the Chriſt —Cautions ne- 
ceſſary to a reader of ecclefialtical hiſtory A brief hiſtory of 
the Greek and Roman churches—An intereſting account 
of chriſtians in all ages, and in various countries; who, tcfore 
the period of the reformation, aſſerted and ated upon the 
principles of Religious Liberty—A view of the ſtate ot bap- 
tiſm in different communities—A hiſtory of the Baptilts of 
Poland, Tranſylvama, Bohemia, Moravia, &c.—and a liſt of 
ſubſcribers. Price to ſubſcribers one Guinea ; halt to be paid 
on ſubſcribing, the other on the delivery of the book, which 
will take place in, or before the month of September, 1791. 

Subſcriptions may be ſent to the Rev. Mr. D. Iaylor, 


No. 35 Union Street, Biſhops-gate Sucet, London; 


Rev. Mr. Thompſon, Boſton ; Rev. Mr. Deacon, Leæiceſter; 
or to any of the Gentlemen mentioned in the printed propoſals. 

The next Aſſociation to be held at Halifax in Lorkſhire, 
on the firlt Wedneſday and 1 hurſday in May, 1792. 


Perſons who attend may be accomodated at the Talbot Inn. 
The perſons appointed to preach, are 
R. SMITH, . FREESTON, 
D. TAYLOR, Un caſe of failure, . THOMPSON 
B. POLLARD. | T. PICKERING” 
h LEITER 
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LETTER to the CHURC HES. 


HE Paſtors, Miniſters, and other Repreſentatives; to 
hoſe Churches on whoſe account we aſſemble, and for 


whoſe cternal welfare we labour and pray. 


Deeariy belæved B rethren, 


WE are permitted in the courſe of divine providence, once 
more to incet together on your behalf; we, therefore, as 
another token of cur regard for you, addreſs you on the impor- 
tant concerns of that high and noble calling wherewith you 
are called of God. | 

From the regard we have for your welfare, we earneſtly 
entreat, that at all tiines, and in every ſituation of life, you 
remember that you are ſci as lights in the world. Let your 
J. [> ſhine befire men, thet they may fee your works, and glo- 
rify yeur Father which is in heaven. 

Snould you enquire how tiis may be done; one rule 
which we venture to recommend is, as much as lteth in you live 
peaceably wiln all men. 

With the people of the world among whom you live. 
Let your meckneſs, prudence, juſtice and love, be fuch as 
may obtain and preferve in you that important character of 
waikins hangurably tzward them that are without, that you 
may have a good conſcicnce; ſo that, if ſome ſhall through 
Ignorance. or prejudice ſpeak evil of you as evil doers, they 
may (v-hen your uprightneſs is manifeſted) be athamed, having 
faiſ-ly accuſed your good converſation in Chriſt. Let your 
love to your carnal neighbours be ſcen by a readineſs to do 
them all the good in your power, but eſpecially in thoſe 
things which ay have a tendency, directly or indirectly, to 
bring their fouls to God through Chriſt: but, do not, on any 
account whatever, carry your ove ſo far as to ſin againſt God 
to pleaſe them; this can never do any good to their ſouls. 
And, be upon your guard againſt every imprudent compliance 
with the conduct and converſation of the world; which, if it 
be not ſtritly finful, yet, is diſhonourable to the chriſtian 
and may lead to fin and death in the end. 

Labour to live peaceably with chriſtians of other de- 
nominations. Shun that narrow, bigoted principle, which 


prevents ſome from either thinking, ſpeaking, or hoping _ 
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* of thoſe, who do not believe and practice, juſt according to 


their views of what is right and ſcriptural, in matters of reli- 
gion. Dare we ſay that we are right in every thing? that we 
underſtand, and obey every Scripture, exactly according to the 
deſign of its divine Author? Such confidence would not be- 
come us. Shall we then preſume to ſay, that profeſlors of 
other denominations are right in nothing? God forbid. Let 
us rather exerciſe more of that charity which hopeth all 
things, &c. 

Farther. Allowing that tue are right, and others are wrong; 
conſider whether the matter in which we differ be, what ſcr:p- 
fure has made, eſſential to ſalvation. - And, while we wilh 
you in love, 9 contend earneſtly for the, faith once delivered to the 

ſaints; we beſeech you to ſtudy to proportion your zeal, accord- 

ing to the importance of that for which you contend ; as it has 
often been the caſe, that very hurtful diſputes on religious ſub- 
jects have been raiſed about matters of comparatively ſmall 
moment. 

Again. Admitting our chriſtian neighbours to be in errors: 
are railing, bitterneſs, and evil ſpeaking, adapted to convince 
and reſtore them? Certainly not. But, they are certainly 
adapted to hurt yonr own characters, your own ſouls, and the 
cauſe of your God. It is not to be expreſſed, or conceived, 
what miſchief has been done to religion, by that railing and 
bitterneſs which have been manifeſted towards one another ; 
and, ſometimes, only through a difference of judgment about 
a mere ſentiment or opinion. But love, candour, and kind- 
neſs, can do no harm. "Theſe are good in themſelves ; every 
one muſt commend them. With this ſpirit, you may con- 
verſe with thoſe who differ from you in judgment. This 
ſpirit can hardly fail to be uſeful; and, efforts made under the 
influence of ſuch a frame of mind (if they do not alter the 
judgment,) will be moſt likely to beget mutual love, which 
is a good evidence of genuine chriſtianity. Here, brethren, 
your zeal, your knowledge, and your uſefulneſs will appear; 
you and chriſtians of other denominations will be advantaged; 
God and his cauſe will be honoured ; and the enemy of ſouls 


diſappointed. In a word, we beſeech you to manifeſt by your 


behaviour, that you wiſh grace and peace to all them that laue 

our Lord Feſus Chriſt in fincerity. 
If a want of love to chriſtians of other denominations bg 
wrong; if want of love to your carnal neighbours be aged 
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how bad it muſt be to be defeQtive in love among yourſelves! 
Wat! chriſtians of the ſame church; go in and out together; 
meet at the table of the Lord; and, it it ſhuuld ever be feen 
among yourſelves; and eſpecially, if it thould be diſcovered 


by the world, that you do not love as brethren: how hurtful 


will this be! Oh brethren! Watch and pray againit every 
thing that may have a tendency to cool your love towards one 
another. | | 

Be careful not to do any thing that may have a tendency 
to hurt the mind of any other chriſtian. 'L hough it may be 
a thing indifferent to you, and what you have à right to do 
if you pleaſe ; yet, if you know that this would hurt the mind 
of any of your brethren, it is not conſiſtent with chriſtian 
chariiy to perſiſt in that indifferent thing, in ſuch a caſe. On 
the other hand, take care, brethren, that you be not offended 
at every little thing that may not juſt ſuit your own inclina- 
tions. It the thing be ſinful; treat it as ſuch. If a thing of 
an indifferent nature; learn to be ſo indifferent about it as not 
to be offended with it: becauſe, this would prove you more 
guilty than the perſon of whom you complain; and would 
give him more cauſe to be offended with you, than you had 
with him. And thus, by little things, little minds are greatly 
hurt, love is diminiſhed, animoſity enkindled, and contention 
takes place, which the ſower of diſcard among brethren will 
endeavour to perpetuate; and, where it will end, and what: 
the extent of its miſchief may be, God only knows! 

To conclude. We preſs it upon you to cultivate feruent 
charity among yourſelves ; for charity ſhall cover the multitude 
of fins. Put on charity, which is the land of perfetineſs. And the 
very God of peace ſanctiſy you wholly ; and we pray God your whole 


pirit, oul, and body, be preſerved blamcleſs unta the cemin 
92 Lord Feſus Cb. * 0 e 
In behalf of the Aſſociation, 
B. POLLARD. 
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1 Mr. ROBINSON's PETITION. 
6 Bp all true lovers of Religious Liberty, but more cſpe- | 


ally to that denomination of Proteſtant Diſlenters 


| 
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| commonly called GENERAL BAPLIISTS; the humble 
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mg of Benjamin Robinſon of Copy, within Habergham- 
aves, in the parith of Whalley, and county of Lancatter, 


| SHEWE TH; 
THAT one Sarah Whittam, the daughter of a wealthy 


farmer, and conſiderable ſrecholder; and alſo a neighbour of 
your petitioner; being (as your petitioner believes] awakened 
to a {ence of her loſt eltate and condition; was minded to at- 
tend public worſhip with the General Baptitts at a Chapel at 
Burnley.; to whom your petitioner ſtands related as a mem- 
ber: which being noticed to her father, who is of the eſta- 
bliſhed Church, and he not being willing to allow her that 
liberty; ſhe at laſt formed a reſolution to leave her father's 
houſe, which ſhe did in December laſt, and took ſhelter under 
the roof of your petitioner; not being at all ſolicited ryereto, 
either by your petitioner, or any of his family. This coming 
to the cars of her ſaid father, he inſiſted on your petitioner's 
turning her away; or, otherwiſe, he would bring an action 
againſt him. Your petitioner believing that ſhe was come 
under his roof for the ſake of truth and a good conſcience; 
could not in conſcience put her away by force, as that, in his 
humble opinion, would be turning his back upon the truth, 
and declining the croſs, for fear of ſuffering in his temporal 
property's and, as ſhe would not leave his houſe without force; 

e therefore ſuffered her to remain in his family. Her father, 
in January laſt, brought his action, and your petitioner, for 
the reaſon above alledged, appeared to the writ. After ſome 
time, it was agreed to be referred: bur, neither Arbitrators, 
nor Umpire, making any award ; the bonds ran out, and the 
law proceedings were revived, and notice of a trial at the ſum- 
mer aſſizes at Lancaſter, was given by the Plaintiff's Attorney. 


When the aſſizes came on, both parties went with their wit- 
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neſſes to Lancaſter; and the Plaintiff's Attorney not entering 


his cauſe ſo carly as he might have done, and ſeveral cauſes of 


an extraordinary length coming on betore; your Petitioner 
therefore, and fix other perſons, beſides his Attorney; were 
obliged to attend at Lancalter for a whole week, beſides the 


journey thither and back again. It was at laſt, however, ſet- 


tled by a rule of court, without a trial; the purport of whicit 
rule was. It. That the young woman ſhould go home to 
her father, and become one of his family as betore. 
2nd. That ſhe ſhould have liberty to attend what public wor- 
{hip ſhe pleaſed on a Sunday. and, if her father dare not truſt 
her alone, he might ſend a perſon with her: but, if he did 
not ſend one, ſhe might go by herſelf. This is the ſubftance 
of the rule; and, it plainly appears, that the young woman's 
liberty is as effectually ſecured, as if a trial in form had taken 
place, and a verdict been given for your petitioner. But then, 
in the whole of the buſineſs, from the commencement of the 
ſuit, to the ſame being at iſſue; the coſts of the Arbitrators and 
Umpire; the expences of attending ſo long at Lancaſter; the 
Counſcl's fees, the Attorney's wages for attending the aſſizes, 
and other accidental charges and expences; your Pctitioner, 
has diſburſed nearly the ſuin of 8ol. A ſum which (conſider- 
ing his ſmall property, and numczous family) he is not well 
able to bear. And, as he humbly conceives, that the cauſe he 
has been defending, is not his own private quarrel, but the 
cauſe of Religious Liberty in general; in which, he appre- 
hends, all Ditſenters of every denomination are concerned; he 
therefore hopes, that every true lover of liberty of conſcience, 
and who is bleſſed in any conſiderable degree with the good 
things of this life, will contribute a mite towards his expences. 
And your Petitioner (as in duty bound) will ever pray, &c. 

It may ſeem ſurpriſing to ſume, who are unacquainted with 
the riſe and progreſs of this diſpute; that your Petitioner 
thould have occaſion for fo many witneſſes. The reaſon is 
this : he was charged by the Plaintiff with enticing his daugh - 
ter (whom in his declaration he ſtyled his fervant) away from 
her tather's houſe. Alſo, with delignedly detaining and keep- 
ing her from returning back. And her father, and one of her 
brothers coming one day to, your Petitioner's houſe, with in- 


tent to take her by force, and ſome acts of violence being uſed 


by the father; and alſo fume miſrepreſentatious taking place 
| alierwards 
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tally to that denomination of Proteitant Dillemer; 
commonly called GENERAL BAPLIISTIS; the hunbie 
rag of Benjamin Robinſon of Copy, within Habergham- 
avcs, in the parith of Walley, and county of Lancatter, 


SHEWETH; 


THAT one Sarah Whittam, the daughter of a wealthy 
farmer, and conſiderable {reehvulder ; and aiſo a neighbour of 
your petitioner ; being (as your p-titioner believes} awak<ened 
to a {ence of her loſt eſtate and condition; was minded to at- 
tend public worſhip with the General Baptitts at a Chapel at 
Burnley; to whom your pctitioner ſtands related as a mem- 
ber: which being noticed to her father, who is of the eſta- 
bliſhed Church, and he not being willing to allow her that 
liberty; ſhe at laſt formed a reſolution to leave her father's 
kouſe, which the did in December lait, and took ſhelter under 
the roof of your petitioner; not being at all ſolicited thereto, 
either by your petitioner, or any of his family. This coming 
to the cars of her ſaid father, he infiſted on your petitioner's 
turning her away; or, otherwiſe, he would bring an action 
againtt him. Your petitioner belicving that ſhe was come 
under his roof for the ſake of truth and a good conſcience; 
could not in conſcience put her away by force, as that, in his 
humble opinion, would be turning his back upon the truth, 
and declining the croſs, for fear of ſuffering in his temporal 

roperty : and, as ſhe would not leave his houſe without force; 
he therefore ſuffered her to remain in his family, Her father, 
in January laſt, biought his action, and your petitioner, for 
the reaſon above alledged, appeared to the writ. After ſome 
time, it was agreed to be reierred: bur, neither Arbitrators, 
nor Umpire, making any award; the bonds ran out, and the 
law proceedings were revived, and notice of a trial at the ſum- 
mer aſſizes at Lancaſter, was given by the Plaintiff's Attorney. 
When the aſſizes came on, both parties went with their wit- 
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his cauſe ſo carly as he might have done, and ſeveral cauſes of 
an extraordinary length coming on betore ; your Petitioner 
therefore, and fix other perfons, beſides his Attorney; were 
obliged to attend at Lancalter for a whole week, beſides the 
journey thither and back again. It was at laſt, however, ſet- 
tled bv à rule of court, without a trial; the purport of whicit 
rule was. 1it. That the young woman thould go home to 
her father, and become one of his family as bc<tore. 
2nd. That ſhe ſhould have liberty to attend what public wor- 
{hip ſhe plcaſcd on a Sunday, and, it her father dare not truit 
her alone, he might fend a perſon with her: but, if he did 
not ſcnd one, the might go by herfelt. This is the ſubſtance 
of the rule; and, it plainly appears, that the young woman's 
liberty is as effectually fecured, as if a trial in form had taken 
place, and a verdict been given for your petitioner, Eut then, 
in the whole of the buſineſs, from the commencement of the 
ſuit, to the ſame being at Hue; the coſts of the Arbitrators and 
Empire; the expences of attending ſo long at Lancaſter; the 
Counſcl's fees, the Attorney's wages for attending the aflizes, 
and other accidental charges and expences; your Petitioner, 
has diſburſed nearly the ſuin of Bol. A ſum which (conſider- 
ing his ſmall property, and num<zous family) he is not well 
able to bear. Aud, as he humbly conceives, that the cauſe he 
has been defending, is not his own private quarrel, but the 
cauſe of Religious Liberty in general; in which, he appre- 
hends, all Dilſ:aters of every denomination are concerned; he 
therefore hopes, that every true lover of liberty of conſcience, 
and who is bleſſed in any contiderable degree with the good 
things of this life, will contribute a mite towards his expences. 
And your Petitioner (as in duty bound) will ever pray, &c. 

It may ſeem ſurpriſing to ſume, who are unacquainted with 
the riſe and progreſs of this diſpute; that your Petitioner 
thould have occaſion for ſo many witneiſes. The reaſon is 
this: he was charged by the Plaintiff with enticing his daugh - 
ter (whom in his declaration he ſtyled his fervant) away from 
her father's houſe. Alſo, with delignedly detaining and keep- 
ing her from returning back. And her father, and one of her 
brothers coming one day to your Pctitioner's houfe, with in- 
tent to take her by force, and ſoine acts of violence being uſed 
by the father; and alſo ſure miſrepreſuutatious taking place 
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| son that head; it became neceſſary therefore, fe 
your Petitioner to ſubpoena thoſe who were preſent, iu order 
10 ſet the matter in a true and proper light. : 
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7.0) ; BEN. ROBINSON. 
- SIGNED by the above named . | 


Benjamin Robinſon in the 
preſence of 
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-. JOHN HOLT. 


1 We, the Miniſters, &c. of the General Baptiſt Aſſociation, 
delieve the above to be a true ſtatement; and we deſire thoſe } 
. who are willing to contribute towards the reimburſement of 
Mr. Robinſon, to ſend it to the hands of Rev. Mr. Dan Taylor, 
+ Unjon-Street, Biſhops-gate Street, London; Rev. Mr. Thomp- 
ſion of Boſton, Lincolnthire; Rev. Mr. Deacon of Leiceſter ;, * 
or any other General Baptiſt Miniſter. 


